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Attending one of the several parallel sessions at the #\WCRI2026
conference - unfortunately, the oral sessions do not have a theme, so it
will 5 talks on random topics.

We start with "Estimating the Predictability of Questionable Journals:
Signals and Interpretation" by @danielacuna.bsky.social

Estimating the Predictability of

Questionable Journals

Dimensions and Interpretation
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k\ii// DA: Questionable ("Predatory") journals love to get money from APC,
don't care much about quality, contaminate the citation record. Can we
use Al to flag them?
Prior work: www.science.org/doi/abs/10.1...
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We look at 44 bibliometric features (Open Alex), calibrate risk score.
#WCRI2026

Motivation: scale, distribution, and limits of manual curation

journal H . -access journals were
Is at scale. ~420,000 articles in ~8,000 “predatory” open-ac 5
estimated for 2014 [ Shen & Bjork 2015 J; the population has continued to grow and is still flagged

ongoing by major medical-journal editors [ ICMIE 20251

Conta uestionable journals

mination of the citation record. Articles from q

’ at non-trivial rates (e.g. 13% of papersin a sample of que.stionable soclal-scief;c)e[
Wos-indexed journals; 37% of those citations came from impact-factor journals’

Kulczycki et al. 2021]. .
ici trated among early-career researchers a
nual curation. Solicitation pressure is concen mong ’ .
) E&:Igs:fmr::s [ Cortegiani 2019; Demir 2018 ; Beall's list has been offline since 2017, and DOAJ/Scopur
delistings are slow, reactive, and binary [ Strinzel et al. 2019]. :
journals predictable, and which evidence

-

are cited by indexed journals
journals were cited by
severin & Low 2019;

« Research question. To what extent are questionable
dimensions contribute most to predictability?

£ Type here to search
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DA: Classifier does reasonably well.

If journal claims to be Open Access, but not listed in DOAJ, that is a bad
sign. Other red flags: overly citing from same publisher, reciprocity in
citation pairs.

False positives: relatively new or niche journals.

Malaysia scored high.

#WCRI2026
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DA: Sm'all numt?er of authors are responsible for most concerns. They
might first publish in questionable journal, then later in legitimate one.
The venues with the highest risk are growing faster than the surrounding
literature.

Bibliometrics can be used to predict questionable journals

#WCRI2026
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Conclusions

Predictions: career patterns and dual-track authors
+ Predictability from bibliometrics alone. 44 OpenAlex-derived features yield ROC
under publisher-grouped 5-fold CV/ (ECE < 0.01).

Population. 11.2M authors with career > 5
.............
| + Flagged output concentrates in mixec-career authors. ~9% of long-career auth

yrin 2015-2024; flagged venue = mode!

saore > 0.50. o T &

76.4% never publish in a flagged venue; P for ~76% of flagged papers and also publish in non-flagged venues.
23.6% publish in at least one. o] »" + High-risk output grows faster than the surrounding literature. Among scored jo
! A ume rises by ~-1 70% over 2021-2024, vs. & 20% for low:

share of authors / share of flagged papers R
(concentration ratio):
« Mixed: 9.4% /75.6% (8.0x)
« One-off: 12.2%/14.6%( 1.2x)
o Persistent: 0,95% /6.1% (6.4x)
« Reformer: 1.0% /3.7% (3.7x)
Most flagged output originates from authors
with established publication records in
non-flagged venues.

high-risk publication vol

. lization is t. Discrimination declines ally on journal
after the training window; static watchlists likely underestimate emerging risk.

« Intended use. Calibrated scores support, but do not replace, expert evaluation b
publishers, and funders.

daniel.acuna@colorado.edu - @ reviewerzero.ai
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Ngxt up: @abalkina.bsky.social with "Opening Pandora’s Box: Paper
Mills in Conference Proceedings"

Paper mills have also infiltrated conference proceedings. We focused on
IEEE, yvhere abstracts should "not so poorly written that it is unreadable".
Preprint: arxiv.org/abs/2604.22458

#WCRI2026
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AA: We matched 1,720 papers in 286 IEEE conferences to paper mill
ads.

Most authors from India.

Majority of papers have exactly 6 authors!

Many have 5+ affiliations.

We also found citation boosting, bio-inspired algorithms ("Whale
optimalization").

Details: arxiv.org/abs/2604.22458

#WCRI2026
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AA: Paper mills are a public market, going beyond publication of papers
(also offering conference abstracts or patents). We could identify 39%
of the offers. Paper mills have 'red flags'. Most of these abstracts are in
low-quality computer science IEEE conferences.

#WCRI2026
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Takeaways

. Paper millsarea public market,
going beyond publication of papers

. 39% of identified offers

paper mills have ‘red flags’
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Next: @kritikasharma.bsky.social with "The Complementary Role of the
Law in Research Misconduct Investigations: Towards Structural
Reinforcement?"

In some jurisdictions, scientific misconduct would be illegal, but in most
it is not. Still, many parallels with legal investigations.

#WCRI2026

The Complementary Role of the Law in
Research Misconduct Investigations

Towards Structural Reinforcement?

Kritika Sharma
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KS: Role of Law is often misunderstood. There are similarities but also
important differences.

[l felt | could not do a good job summarizing this talk - lots of nice
photos of balancing stones though]

#WCRI2026
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Structurally Reinforcing Investigations
through Existing Legal Provisions
Addressing
| o Changingthe narrative

o Training and sensitization

o Incorporating additional
safeguards within procedures

o Finding the balance between
o Transparency
o Accountability
o Legitimacy

Elisabeth Bik® @clisabethbik.bsky.social - 16d

Next: Lucas Tersigni, Public Safety Canada, with: 'Research Security
Trend Analysis: Results From the First Three Years of the National
Security Guidelines for Research Partnerships'

2021: NSGRP - grant applications now include risk associated with
research and partners.

#WCRI2026
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LT: Risk factors were present in all of the cases.

Fields most at risk:

* Photonics and Quantum Science (25% of applications)
* Artificial intelligence and computer science (25%)

* Energy Sustainability and Green Engineering (19%)
Categories in which Canada has renowed expertise
#WCRI2026
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